
Jan Scholl has been tireless in locating the history and promoting the research of the 

Extension Family and Consumer Sciences profession.  Within NEAFCS, she was the first editor 

of the Journal of NEAFCS from 2003 to 2006 (editorial committee for 5 years) and served as 

affiliate vice president and president (2003).  As historian (8 years), she compiled the history of 

PEAFCS Extension and created archival collections at the university and National Agricultural 

libraries. She co-published a comparison of two NEAFCS national studies (1984 and 2009) in 

2011. 

Dr. Scholl served on two national conference committees, contributing the historical 

content for the program in 2007.  Historic films were presented at the Alabama Theatre in 

Birmingham.  She also presented concurrent sessions at eight conferences and 16 state affiliate 

meetings (in 2014).   

Dr. Scholl has reviewed journal articles, conference submissions, and educator tenure 

packets.  She was the associate editor of the Journal of AAFCS for 8 years; guest editor of two 

special issues on Extension FCS in 2013 and 2017.  In addition, she wrote biographies of African 

American Extension FCS pioneers, determined why Extension FCS was included in the Smith 

Lever Act, and published an Extension FCS graduate research bibliography (1916-2002).  She 

has given international papers in 20 countries, and continues to create and promote the EFNEP 

and 4-H national on-line databases that include both graduate and professional studies. This, in 

addition to her previous “day job” of developing more than 60 state Extension bulletins and 

video productions, including the popular Portable Kitchen guide and the Food Preparation DVD 

Flashcards (and providing training for Extension educators, FCS and 4-H groups.) 

Currently, Jan is serving on the grand jury of Pennsylvania; Vice President of the 

Americas, International Federation of Home Economics; EFNEP 50th Conference keynoter; and 

is writing another Extension FCS biography with a Belgian visiting professor at Cornell 

University.   

Short vita:  NEAFCS member since 1975; lifetime member since 2017.  FCS agent, Hill 

County (4 years) and specialist, Wyoming and Pennsylvania (34 years).  She has received seven 

NEAFCS national first place awards, the PSU Outstanding Extension Specialist award, EFNEP 

National Champion; and national research fellowships: Grace Frysinger, Cornell History of 

Home Economics, Centennial Scholar (AAFCS), Mary Nell Greenwood Evaluation Award, 

ACE Media Award, and the AgNIC and Oberly (American Library Association) awards.  


